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Milan, Italy

WE READ with interest the paper recently published by Rossi
and associates [1] in the European Fournal of Cancer concern-
ing the management of cutaneous melanoma. On margins of
excision, the authors state “If melanoma i sizu is completely
excised (primary biopsy reveals a free margin greater than
2mm), no local recurrence should occur, ...””. On which lit-
erature data do they base this statement? We accept that a
“millimetre question’ may seem a slight question, but in our
experience we have had some local recurrences [2]. Data
from the literature recommend excision of melanoma i situ
lesions with a 3-5mm border of a clinically normal skin
[2, 3]. Our present attitude is to consider adequate treatment
an excision with 3 mm margins except for superficially
extended lesions (larger than 2 cm), because large lesions may
have an appreciable incidence of local recurrence. When
possible, these lesions deserve a wider excision to produce the
same surgical clearance as that obtained by a minimal exci-
sion of a smaller lesion.
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IN THEIR letter concerning our review ‘Management of
cutaneous melanoma MO: State of the art and trends’ [1],
Bartoli and Bono state that ‘data from literature recommend
excision of melanoma i situ lesions with a 3—5 mm border of
clinically normal skin’ [2,3]. We, however, stress that no
definitive data have yet confirmed exactly how wide the opti-
mal margin of excision should be for # sizu cutaneous mela-
noma in order to prevent local recurrences.

There is general agreement that 5 mm might be a reason-
able compromise, based on the observation that with this
margin a cure can be achieved in the vast majority of cases,
and that any local recurrence (even if the primary is infiltrat-
ing) does not seem to affect patient survival [4]. This was
mentioned in our review.

Bartoli and Bono recommend a margin of 3 mm, except for
superficially extended lesions (larger than 2cm). We agree
with this in principle, but our review is also in line with the
concept expressed in the most recent booklet of the WHO
Melanoma Programme: ‘It is not necessary to re-excise these
lesions (in situ melanoma) if the primary biopsy reveals a
margin greater than 2mm’ [5].
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